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terrified, she called her sister, who listened to her
story, and tried to soothe her and efface the pain-
ful impression. " Thee had better go to bed,
Mercy; thee has been asleep and dreaming by
the fire," she said. But Mercy was quite sure
she had not been asleep, and what she hud seen
was as real as any waking experience of her life.
In recalling the circumstances of her vision, one
by one, she at length took notice that she had
heard no sound of hoofs ! It may be imagined
what was the effect of all this upon the sensitive
girl, and she was not unprepared, after a weary
waiting of many days, to learn through a letter
from New York, written by a strange hand, that
her lover had died on the very day, and at the
hour, of her vision. In her grief she did not shut
herself away from the world, but lived a life of
cheerful charity. She did not forget her first
love, and gave no encouragement to other suitors.

Among the  characters mentioned  in " Snow-
Bound " is the " master of the district school," who

" Held at the fire hia favored place."

Until near the end of Mr. Whittier's life, he
could not recall the name of this teacher whose
portrait is so carefully sketched, but he was sure
he came from Maine. At length, lie remem-
bered that the name was Haskell, and from this
clue it has been ascertained that he was George
Haskell,1 and that he came from "Waterford, Me.

1 George Haskell was "born at Harvard, Mans., March 28,1700.
His father, Samuel Haskell, removed to Waterford, Mo,, in
1803. In 1821 he went to Phillips Exeter Academy, and entered